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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver announced today that the                U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has awarded a                $100,000 grant to the L.U.K. (Let Us Know) Crisis Center in Fitchburg.                The HHS grant will be administered by the Street Outreach Program                which is designed to provide assistance to at-risk youths.              

"Helping disadvantaged and at-risk children should be one of our                nation's first priorities."&nbsp; Olver said. "It is vital that                we provide them with as many tools and resources as we can."              

"I commend the collaborative efforts of the LUK Center, the Leominster                Spanish American Center, the Hmong Lao Foundation and the Henry                Lee Willis Community Center for taking the lead on ensuring that                our youth have access to important resources and services," Olver                said.              

"By identifying and proactively supporting these children in their                own environment, this innovative program will be able to offer immediate                and on site services to the most at-risk youth."              

The Crisis Center and the collaborating agencies have been working                closely with&nbsp; at-risk youth in Fitchburg, Leominster, and Gardner.                The grant will be used to further their efforts to provide a wide-range                of counseling services to runaway and homeless youths and their                families.             
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